
 

PRAYERS FOR THE DYING 

 

Plenary Indulgence at the Hour of Death 

My Lord God, even now resignedly and willingly, I accept at Thy hand, with all its anxieties, pains, and 
sufferings, whatever kind of death it shall please Thee to be mine.  

- By a decree of the Congregation of Indulgences of 9 March 1904, His Holiness Pope Pius X, has 
granted a plenary indulgence at the moment of death to all the faithful who, on any day they 
may choose, will receive the sacraments of Penance and Holy Eucharist and make this act for 
the love of God. 

Prayer for a Happy Death 

O God, great and omnipotent judge of the living and the dead, we are to appear before You after this 
short life to render an account of our works. Give us the grace to prepare for our last hour by a devout 
and holy life, and protect us against a sudden and unprovoked death. Let us remember our frailty and 
mortality, that we may always live in the ways of Your commandments. Teach us to “watch and pray” 
(Luke 21, 36), that when Your summons comes for our departure from this world, we may go forth to 
meet You, experience a merciful judgment, and rejoice in everlasting happiness. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Prayer for the Sick near Death 

Almighty and Everlasting God, preserver of souls, who dost correct those whom Thou dost love, and for 
their betterment dost tenderly chastise those whom Thou dost receive, we call upon Thee, O Lord, to 
grant Thy healing, that the soul of Thy servant, at the hour of its departure from the body, may by the 
hands of Thy holy Angels be presented without spot unto Thee. Amen. 

To Our Lord for a Happy Death 

Lord Jesus Christ, who willest that no man should perish, and to whom petition is never made without 
the hope of mercy, for Thou saidst with Thine own holy and blessed lips: “All things whatsoever ye shall 
ask in My name, shall be done unto you”; I beg of Thee, O Lord, for Thy holy Name’s sake, to grant me at 
the hour of my death full consciousness and the power of speech, sincere contrition for my sins, true 
faith, firm hope and perfect charity, that I may be able to say unto Thee with a clean heart: Thou has 
redeemed me, O God of truth, who art blessed for ever and ever. Amen. 


